ENST 101 Global Climate Change Conference, Fall 2005

I.  Introduction
In December of 1997, the world's leaders met in Kyoto, Japan where they agreed to a set of binding limits on emissions of greenhouse gases.  The treaty came into force in 2005 after Russia ratified the protocol. The United States, however, is still not a member despite being the largest emitter of greenhouse gases. Developing countries have no obligations under the Kyoto protocol either. A key concern on the part of both the United States and developing countries with any international attempt to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is “fairness and justice.”

Assume that the leaders of several countries have agreed to reduce their emissions and are meeting in Williamsburg to discuss ways to move beyond the Kyoto protocol and devise a more effective and equitable international mechanism.  In class on November 30th, we will conduct a conference of various nations to negotiate an agreement on how to fairly allocate emission reduction targets. Groups of students will represent particular country delegations.  

Country delegations can use the resources posted on Blackboard (A Climate of Injustice-Chapter 5 and Data Table) to formulate their positions. Additional resources are listed at the end of this memo.

II.  Conference Questions
At a previous conference, your country agreed that it should reduce its CO2 emissions.  However, it has not yet agreed by how much and by what date. The main concern of your country is that the new global emission reduction strategy is just and fair. At the Williamsburg Conference, you will briefly state your view and justify it before participating in an open debate with delegates of 9 other countries. As a group (i.e. as a country), answer the questions below in your oral presentations:

1. How much is your country ready to reduce its emissions and by what date? Why?
2. Should the CO2 emissions reduction target be “customized” for your country’s particular situation?  Why?
3. How do we allocate greenhouse gas emission cuts across countries?  Describe what you think is a fair allocation and explain why. You may want to choose one of the scenarios described in “A Climate of Injustice – Chapter 5” or devise your own.
The conference chair expects you to be specific and explain the rationale for your position, i.e., that you have determined your target and timetable for emissions reduction based on your country’s current and expected future emissions; based on your country’s dependency on fossil fuels; based on your country’s economic growth rate; population growth rate; etc.  This requires you to do some research on your country’s demographic, economic, and environmental situations. Your choice of a global allocation scheme should be informed by the background reading and your country’s situation. However, creativity is greatly encouraged.
III. Conference Proceedings

A.  Strategy Session. Your country delegation will have a chance to quickly review its strategy before presenting to the assembly. (Total time: 8 minutes)
B.  Three-minute Presentations by each country in response to the questions posed above in Section II) (Total time: 30 minutes).

C.  Open Debate.  Countries may question one another's positions in an open debate. Note that not only are you focusing on what YOUR country should be obligated to do, you are considering whether other countries are proposing fair targets and timetables of their own. (Total time: 10 minutes).  
D. Conclusions. (Chair will make observations about key issues to be resolved). (Total Time: 2 minutes).

IV.  Conference Participants – Please Note Group 1 will be in 220 Morton and Group 2 in McGlothlin-Street 
GROUP 1 – join your colleagues at 220 Morton Hall
Bangladesh 

Brazil

Bulgaria



	Alizadeh, Cepand 
	Bohren, Meghan A. 
	Calos, Stavros E. 

	Appling, Douglas M. 
	Brame, John S. 
	Cameron, Maxwell A. 

	Barnard, Joan A. 
	Bundi, Andreas G. 
	Carlin, Charles B. 

	Bice, Marley B. 
	Burgess, Nathan A. 
	Chaney, Andrew J. 


China

France

Maldives

	Charles, Sean P. 
	Elkin, Julia A. 
	Garrett, Lauren D. 

	Childress, Ellen E. 
	Firestone, Scott A. 
	Gillespie, Thomas M. 

	Constantine, Alexander P. 
	Flanagan, Kerry M. 
	Gordon, David R. 

	Drummond, Laura G. 
	Formento, Portia E. 
	Greene, Andrew M. 


Mali

Russia

Saudi Arabia




	Haldeman, Amy S. 
	Haynor, Nicolas J. 
	Kakay, Haja M. 

	Hartmann, Ari D. 
	Hlavin, Maxwell C. 
	Keene-Babcock, Ian H. 

	Hatch, Jennifer S. 
	Holmes, DeBrian T. 
	Kirk, Gavin A. 

	Hayden, Zachary D. 
	House, Julia B. 
	Knuth, Friedrich A. 


United States



	Kovacs, Carolyn J. 

	Krupa, Juliann 

	Lederer, Graham W. 

	Ly, Claudine O. 


GROUP 2 – join your colleagues at 20 McLaughlin-Street 

Bangladesh 

Brazil

Bulgaria

	Lynch, Robert S. 
	McWhorter, Joseph B. 
	Mitchell, Robert J. 

	McCarthy, Katherine T. 
	Miller, Mark L. 
	Moore, Jemma L. 

	McDonough, James H. 
	Miller, Zachary G. 
	Moshier, Michaela C. 

	McIntosh, Allison J. 
	Minnichelli, Laura F. 
	Murphy, Patricia A. 


China

France

Maldives

	Myers, Timothy E. 
	Orndorff, Andrew E. 
	Reeder, Jake O. 

	Nettles, Christopher M. 
	Perez, Gabriel C. 
	Riff, Katherine M. 

	O'Connor, Adam R. 
	Pike, Andrew A. 
	Romers, Sarah F. 

	O'Shaughnessy, Susan B. 
	Press, Andrew L. 
	Rossetti, Alexandria E. 


Mali

Russia

Saudi Arabia

	Scarpaci, Cristina A. 
	Theuerkauf, Ethan J. 
	Wayne, Christopher M. 

	Skolnik, Benjamin A. 
	Torres, Leticia M. 
	Welch, Zoe S. 

	Smith, Jason T. 
	Van De Water, Rachel E. 
	White, Amanda A. 

	Stelmack, Nicolas J. 
	Wall, Caitlin R. 
	Wills, Mary K. 


United States



	Wintering, James P. 

	Wollitz, Michael G. 

	Zaenker, Stefanie 


V. Resources

• For an excellent overall web-reference on climate change issues, see: http://yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/content/index.html 
• See http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/ieo/pdf/ieoreftab_10.pdf  for useful statistics on current and projected regional emissions of carbon dioxide. 

• Learn about your country’s and other countries’ basic socioeconomic conditions and about countries’ energy resources and energy consumption patterns by using the World Resources Institute website at http://pdf.wri.org/wr2002fulltxt_230-283_datatables.pdf . The “Climate and Atmosphere” data, by country, are found on page 29 of this 54 page pdf. “Economic Indicators” are found on page 17. “Energy” data is found on page 33.
• You can research the internet for stories on how your particular country is affected by/is dealing with climate change.  Hint: in one of the WWW search engines, (e.g., google.com), use your country as a keyword, (e.g., Mexico) and use "global" and "warming" or "global" and "climate" and "change" as other key words.  
• You can also research the physical geography and ecological attributes of your country.  How will climate change affect these different attributes? (i.e., how might sea level rise, rising temperatures, more precipitation/less precipitation; more frequent/more intense tropical storms affect your countries' human infrastructure, soils, forests, agriculture; etc?) 
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