- PROPOSAL -
NATIONAL FORESTRY CERTIFICATION AND THE FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL (FSC) 

The Republic of Indonesia wishes to present before the esteemed members of this Working Group an alternative proposal for universal forestry certification through national certification schemes in partnership with the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).   

Forest certification is an important and effective method for promoting sustainable forest management. However, many of the ‘universal standards’ that have been created to date are simply too difficult and expensive for many developing nations to realistically achieve. Furthermore, these standards are too rigid to accommodate the varying social, economic, and environmental circumstances of individual nations. A ‘universal standard’ threatens state sovereignty and the duty of governments to act in the best interests of their people.  However, wholly independent national certification schemes would not be able to achieve international credibility.  

The Forest Stewardship Council is an independent non-governmental organization that develops forestry standards, awards accreditation to independent certifiers, and regulates the FSC name and logo on product labels. FSC principles encompass environmental as well as livelihood and indigenous concerns. Since 1992, more than 50mm hectares of forest-lands have received FSC certification in over 60 countries.  A national certification scheme developed in conjunction with the FSC would allow governments and their citizens the flexibility to adapt sustainable forestry management practices to realities on the ground, while maintaining international credibility.

Bearing in mind the above, the Republic of Indonesia proposes the following,

1) All nations commit to developing a legal definition of and framework for sustainable forest management through a participatory process between all relevant national stakeholders

2) Nations develop national certification schemes in conjunction with the Forest Stewardship Council, based on these national legal frameworks

3) Nations pass legislation mandating certification of all timber products

4) Funding be made available to developing countries to develop and implement these schemes

� The Negotiation Simulation on Global Forests Management and Conservation is for educational use only. The scenario and role instructions in this simulation are entirely hypothetical and do NOT represent any official policy or positions. This simulation exercise was developed in partnership by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy (Tufts University), and the University of Joensuu, Finland, under the direction of Barbara Ruis (UNEP), Brook Boyer (UNITAR), Professor Adil Najam (Fletcher School) and Professor Tuomas Kuokkanen (University of Joensuu). Brooke Barton and Nadaa Taiyab, both of the Fletcher School, coordinated the role development, and the individual role instructions were written by Brooke Barton, Karoun Demirjian, Joshua Newton, Nadaa Taiyab, and Nirmalan Wigneswaran from the Fletcher School and Hyun-Binn Cho and Arun Seetulsingh from UNITAR.  The development of the exercise was supported by the University of Joensuu. This exercise may not be used, reproduced, revised, or translated in whole or in part by any means without written permission.








