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Our Mission: 

Environmental law is essential for the achievement of a sustainable world that values and conserves nature under the rule of law and justice.
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Message from the Chair
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IUCN Academy Chair Nilufer Oral attended a UNEP meeting with representatives of the 18 MEA Secretariats earlier this year
Dear Colleagues,

I am writing this introduction to the 2013-2014 Annual Report in the aftermath of another successful colloquium hosted by friends and colleagues at the Rovira I Virgili University in Tarragona, Spain.  The Tarragona colloquium, with a strong showing of talented emerging young environmental scholars, has assured us that the Academy is fulfilling its mission and will have a new generation to lead it in the coming years. But a full report on that event must await next year’s annual review of activities.

The IUCN Academy of Environmental Law is quickly approaching a membership of 200 institutions, an impressive growth over the past decade.  We can now speak of Academy traditions, such as the annual colloquia and wine tasting!! The Academy also can point to a growing body of Academy publications including nearly a dozen volumes of colloquium and workshop proceedings as well as the eJournal, which has published its fifth issue. We encourage all members to contribute to the eJournal. The rising prestige of the Academy is reflected by our Fellows, all of whom are renowned scholars around the world.  Because of the dedicated work of the Secretariat, the Committees, past and present Board members, and most important the commitment of the Members, the Academy network is able to reach across all the world’s continents.

Of course, we will not simply rest on our laurels as there is even more the Academy can accomplish. A new project for the IUCN Academy Teaching the Teachers (TTT) is underway in collaboration with the Asian Development Bank.  We are also working to further strengthen our relationship with UNEP including collaboration on possible new projects for on-line teaching and capacity building for teaching about MEAs.  The IUCN Academy also continues its close relationship with the IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law and the Environmental Law Centre in Bonn.  

Unfortunately, I will conclude my annual message with much sadness. One of our dear colleagues, whose absence many of us felt, Professor Vladimir Garcia Magalhães, passed away on 30 July 2014. We will remember him for his passionate dedication to teaching and scholarship in environmental law. We will miss him.

Nilufer Oral
Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey
Chair of the Governing Board

IUCN Academy of Environmental Law

Annual Report

Governance of the Academy

The Governing Board of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law consists of elected representatives from ten designated regions and also includes ex officio the Chair of the IUCN World  Commission on Environmental Law, the Director of the Environmental Law Centre and the Academy Director or co-Directors. 
Professor Nilufer Oral (Chair)
Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey

Professor Lye Lin Heng (Vice Chair until February 2014)

National University of Singapore, Singapore
Professor Wang Xi (Vice Chair from February 2014)
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China

Professor Bharat H. Desai
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India
Professor Robert Fowler 

University of South Australia, Australia

Professor José Juan González
Metropolitan Autonomous University-Azcapotzalco, Mexico (until January 2014)
Professor Robert Kibugi

University of Nairobi, Kenya

Professor Elizabeth Kirk

University of Dundee, United Kingdom
Professor Gustavo Alanis Ortega

Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico
Professor Melissa Powers,

Lewis and Clarke University, United States

Professor Golly Ramos
University of Cebu, Philippines
Professor Gilberto Rincon
Centre for Studies in Sustainable Development (CEID), Colombia

Antonio Herman Benjamin
Chair, IUCN Commission on Environmental Law (ex officio) Brazil
Justice, National High Court of Brazil (STJ), Brazil
Dr. Alejandro Iza
Head, IUCN Environmental Law Programme

Director, IUCN Environmental Law Centre (ex officio) Germany

Professor Jamie Benidickson
Director, IUCN Academy of Environmental Law (ex officio)

Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Canada
Professor Yves Le Bouthillier
Director, IUCN Academy of Environmental Law (ex officio)
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Canada
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Governing Board Meeting held in New Zealand, 2013

The Academy is incorporated in Canada as a non-profit corporation and operates on the basis of a license agreement with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.

Committees of the Academy


Research

The Research Committee of the Academy provides guidance and direction in relation to institutional research initiatives. The Research Committee conducts business on the basis of meetings generally held in conjunction with the Annual Colloquium and on the basis of electronic communications. The Research Committee has been instrumental in identifying priority research themes, in sponsoring workshops and symposia and in enhancing recognition for environmental law scholarship.  The Academy is most grateful to the Co-Chairs of the Research Committee: Professor William Du Plessis (North West University, South Africa) and Professor Melissa Powers (Lewis & Clark Law School, USA) for their enormous dedication and hard work over leading the activities of the Research Committee for the Academy and to their successors Professor Nathalie Hervé-Fournereau (Université de Rennes 1, France) and Professor Carmen Gonzalez (University of Seattle, USA) who have now assumed these responsibilities.
In 2013, the Research Committee once again issued a Call for Nomination of Distinguished Scholars in Environmental Law in both the Senior Scholar and Emerging Scholar categories.  The Emerging Scholar Prize category is awarded to a scholar with less than 10 years academic experience after completion of his/her LLB or JD degree.  The Senior Scholar Prize category is awarded to a scholar with more than 10 years academic experience after completion of his/her LLB or JD degree.
With regard to the Senior Scholar category, the prize was awarded to Professor Michael Faure of Maastricht University, Netherlands.
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Professor Michael Faure

The Emerging Scholar Prize was awarded to Professor Jolene Lin of the University of Hong Kong, Special Administrative Region of the Peoples’ Republic of China, and Professor Anel du Plessis of North-West University, South Africa.
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          Professor Jolene Lin with Professor Melissa Powers                     Professor Anel du Plessis 

Consistent with previous years, the Research Committee also issued a Call for Submission of Papers for the Best Graduate Student Paper Prize in conjunction with the Academy’s 11th Colloquium host held in Hamilton, New Zealand in June 2013.  The winner was Elizabeth Gachenga of Strathmore University Law School in Nairobi, Kenya.
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From left to right: Professor Willemien du Plessis, Elizabeth Gachenga, Ben Booth of Edward Elgar Publishing 
Teaching and Capacity Building

The Teaching and Capacity Building Committee (TCB) provides guidance and direction for Academy initiatives in relation to teaching and curriculum matters in the field of environmental law. The Training the Teachers initiative is an offshoot of the work of the TCB.  The Academy is also most grateful to the Co-Chairs of the Teaching and Capacity Building Committee: Professor Maria Marquѐs i Banqué (Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Spain) and Professor Sophie Riley (University of Technology Sydney, Australia) for their enormous dedication and continuing hard work over the past year leading the activities of the TCB Committee for the Academy.

The TCB developed new Distinguished Environmental Law Education Awards in both the Emerging and Senior categories.  Like the Scholarship Awards, the Emerging Education Award is awarded to a scholar with less than 10 years teaching experience and the Senior Education Award is awarded to a scholar with more than 10 years teaching experience.  The inaugural winners of these awards were, respectively, Professor Anel du Plessis of North-west University (South Africa) and Professor Nicholas Robinson of Pace University (USA).
Administrative Committees

In addition to programmatic committees on Research and Teaching and Capacity-Building, the Governing Board has constituted administrative committees with responsibilities for Governance, Finance, and Membership. These committees meet as required to address matters of interest as they arise.  In addition, the Governing Board established an ad hoc committee on Training the Teachers to assist in the development of that project.
Academy Membership

Membership in the Academy is open to University law departments, law faculties and law schools, as well as academic research institutions, located throughout the world, that have made teaching and research about environmental law a significant component of their academic program.
At April 30, 2014, the Academy’s membership had grown to 182 institutions from 56 countries around the world.
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Fifteen new institutional members joined the Academy for the period from May 1, 2013 to April 30, 2014:

Victoria University of Wellington School of Law, New Zealand
University Alexandru Ioan Cuza Iasi, Romania

University of Trier, Germany

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia

IE Law School, Spain

University of Strathclyde School of Law, Scotland, UK

National Chung Hsin University, Taiwan

School of Law, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Peoples’ Republic of China

Sikkim University, India

Metropolitan School of Law, Bangladesh

Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico

Udmurt State University Institute of Law, Russia

University of Sherbrooke, Canada

University of Kashmir, India

West Virginia University College of Law, USA

The Academy Secretariat will continue to make special efforts to recruit new institutional members in regions which are currently under-represented in our membership base in the next fiscal year.
A full list of Academy members may be found on the Academy’s website at www.iucnael.org
Relationship with the IUCN
The IUCN Academy of Environmental Law is highly appreciative of its relationship with other entities within the IUCN organization, and in particular with the World Commission for Environmental Law and the Environmental Law Centre (ELC).  Over the years, the Research Committee has collaborated with the ELC in connection with a series of pre-colloquium workshops on “Legal Recognition and Governance of Ecosystem Services”, “Human Rights and the Environment” and “Valuation of Ecosystem Services”.
The ongoing relationship between Academy researchers, the ELC and the World Commission on Protected Areas contributed in 2011 to the publication of Guidelines for Protected Areas Legislation, prepared by Barbara Lausche in collaboration with Project Director Françoise Burhenne. This volume, IUCN Environmental Law and Policy Paper No. 81, is accompanied by several national and sub-national case studies originally developed for the Academy’s Protected Areas Law and Policy Conference in 2008. Further initiatives to develop curriculum on protected areas legislation were launched in Spring 2013.
The 11th Annual Colloquium: University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand
The Academy held its 11th Annual Colloquium at the University of Waikato in New Zealand. More than 250 participants from all regions of the world attended the colloquium.  The Academy wants to extend its many thanks to the team at the Faculty of Law at the University of Waikato which worked for over a year in cooperation with the Secretariat to make this event a real success. 

The Program and slide presentations for this Colloquium and the Academy’s past colloquia can be found at http://www.iucnael.org/en/academy-events/past-colloquia.html
The 2014 colloquium will be held hosted by the University of Rovira i Virgili in Tarragona, Spain. 
Research and Capacity-Building Activities 

Biofuels 
With the support of the Law Foundation of Ontario, the IUCN Academy continued work on the regulation of biofuels. Arrangements are underway for publication of selected papers and research contributions. 
Presentations from the Academy’s Biofuels programme may be found at: http://www.iucnael.org/en/online-resources/biofuels-project.html
Implementing Environmental Law 
A team of editors, led by Paul Martin, is pursuing work to publish a book of selected papers from the workshop on implementation that was organized jointly by the Research Committee of the Academy and the IUCN Environmental Law Centre at the University of Waikato prior to the beginning of the Colloquium. 

Launch of the series “Essential Readings in Environmental Law”
In early 2014 the Academy launched the series “Essential Readings in Environmental Law”. This series is intended to support teaching, research and capacity building in the broad field of environmental law. The collection gathers personal recommendations from a wide range of specialists in various fields of environmental law.  Each individual contributor has selected about a dozen essential readings and commented briefly on their importance. These contributions will be updated every two years and additional topics will be added over time. Currently, 36 themes are covered. 

To consult the papers, see: http://www.iucnael.org/en/essential-readings.html
Publications of the Academy 
The Academy is pleased to add the following books to our Environmental Law Series published by Edward Elgar Publishing in this fiscal year:
Global Environmental Law at a Crossroads edited by Robert Percival, Jolene Lin and William Piermattei
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Biodiversity and Climate Change edited by Frank Maes, An Cliquet and Heather McLeod-Kilmurray
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The IUCN Academy of Environmental Law Series consist of selected papers presented at the Academy’s annual colloquia.  The Series editors are Kurt Deketelaere, LERU Office, Belgium and Zen Makuch, Imperial College London, United Kingdom. 

As environmental law increases in importance as an area of legal research, this Series bring together some of the most current research carried out by members of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law, a global network of environmental law scholars.
Academy publications are available from Edward Elgar Publishing which offers special discount for the scholars who are teaching in member institutions of the Academy http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/
eJournal
Under the direction of co-editors Elizabeth A. Kirk (University of Dundee, United Kingdom) and Amanda Kennedy (University of New England, Australia) the eJournal publishes peer-reviewed contributions and country reports concerning recent developments in environmental law. The current issue (5th Issue) contains numerous individual country reports, several substantive articles, as well as short opinion pieces and book reviews.  These documents can be found at: http://www.iucnael.org/en/e-journal/current-issue-.html.  
The Academy is hugely indebted to the co-editors for their great work contributing to the success of the eJournal which has now become an important publication of the Academy.  We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the scholars who contributed to the previous issues and the current issue of the eJournal.
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs)
Course materials on Compliance with and Enforcement of Multilateral Environmental Agreements consisting of a Lecturer’s Manual, accompanied by an electronic curriculum including slides and reference materials, are available from UNEP and the Academy.
http://www.iucnael.org/en/our-activities/teaching-a-capacity-building/153-compliance-and-enforcement-of-multilateral-environmental-agreements.html
Communications and Member Services

Several significant additions and re-organizational changes were made to the Academy Website www.iucnael.org during the year. 
With the assistance of Wuhan University, translation into Chinese has continued. The Academy is indebted to the Université de Rennes 1 for a major contribution to the upcoming French website.  Spanish materials are being added as they become available. 

The Directory of Scholars, developed on the basis of a comprehensive survey conducted in previous years is now fully updated and automated. The new arrangement enables the Secretariat to survey new (and existing) scholars and have the Directory reflect their areas of research and contribution. 
By means of the website, the Newsletter Legal Earth, the Academy’s e-mail lists, and collaboration with other environmental law networks information on the activities of member institutions is widely circulated.

Secretariat Operations

The Secretariat of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law supports the strategic, operational and substantive development of the Academy. The Secretariat is hosted at the Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Canada.  In January 2014 the Secretariat welcomed Professor Klaus Bosselmann from the University of Auckland , New Zealand; and Professor Eve Truilhé Marango from Aix-Marseilles University, France, as the IUCN Academy January Scholars.
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                                                From left to right:  Yves Le Bouthillier, Winnie Carruth, Jamie Benidickson
The Academy Secretariat is comprised of Jamie Benidickson and Yves Le Bouthillier (Directors) and Manager Winnie Carruth who provides administrative services in connection with a range of Academy initiatives.
Financial 

Financial support for the operations of the IUCN Academy comes from a range of sources, including annual membership fees, grants from government agencies and departments, research bodies and international organizations. In addition, funds have also been provided by corporate and individual donors and from the University of Ottawa. Financial reporting services provided by the University of Ottawa allows the Academy to report annually or as required to project sponsors in a manner that is consistent with their expectations and requirements.
Acknowledgements

The Academy specifically wishes to acknowledge the Law Foundation of Ontario for the continuing support of its biofuels research initiative, both within Canada and internationally.
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Thanks must be extended to Edward Elgar Publishing for continuing support and assistance that greatly facilitates the Academy’s work in the dissemination of environmental law scholarship.
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The Academy is grateful for the continued support provided by the Faculty of Law and the University of Ottawa.  Deans Nathalie Des Rosiers (Common Law) and Sébastien Grammond (Civil Law) and a wide range of university personnel have contributed financial assistance and in‐kind support, including office space, conference and meeting facilities, financial and human resources administration. The University’s communications and donor development departments continue to provide valuable benefits in support of the organization. 
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Significant contributions of time and energy are made daily by individual Academy members serving in positions of responsibility regarding publications, conference administration and management, capacity-building programmes and committee work. Their dedication and commitment to the success of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law merits thanks and recognition.

Special thanks also are owed to nominators of the Fellows (for the List of Fellows, see http://iucnael.org/en/academy-fellows.html); Environmental Law Scholarship Awards,  (http://www.iucnael.org/en/academy-awards/environmental-law-scholarship-awards.html), and Environmental Law Education Awards of the Academy  (http://www.iucnael.org/en/academy-awards/environmental-law-education-awards.html).  The Academy would also like to especially thank the reviewers for taking time from their busy schedules to review the academic work of the nominees for the various Awards.  These Awards are important recognitions of the work of environmental law scholars within the international environmental law community.
Our Contact Information
The Secretariat

IUCN Academy of Environmental Law

University of Ottawa Faculty of Law

57 Louis Pasteur
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