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Global Climate Change Treaty Negotiation: Simulation Assignment
IMPORTANT DATES
WEDNESDAY, November 5:  
1) PREPARATION PAPER (INCLUDING PROPOSALS) DUE TO INSTRUCTOR

2) All country delegates will e-mail a copy of their proposals only to the instructor AND the student playing the role of UN Secretary General Ban ki-Moon, who will be chairing the negotiation. The Secretary General is then responsible for organizing these proposals in the order that he/she would like them discussed, preferably in a Google doc, to be projected on-screen during the simulation.
MONDAY NOVEMBER 10 AND MONDAY NOVEMBER 17: IN-CLASS SIMULATION. 
SIMULATION: GENERAL DESCRIPTION
We will simulate a United Nations-sponsored negotiation (the 2015 Climate Change Conference in Paris) that has as its goal the development of a new multilateral treaty addressing global climate change. The meeting will be chaired by UN Secretary General Ban ki-Moon and the participants will be official negotiators representing member state governments.
The 1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the subsequent Kyoto Protocol are generally viewed as important steps in an international cooperative effort to limit the effects of global climate change. However, it is widely recognized that these treaties leave a host of important issues unresolved (and the Kyoto Protocol expired in 2012).  At the 2007 Climate Change Conference in Bali, Parties to the UNFCCC decided to launch formal negotiations on a strengthened international agreement on climate change. These negotiations were set to be concluded by the end of 2009 at the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen but largely fell short of expectations, resulting in the “Copenhagen Accord,” a political statement negotiated by a relatively small number of countries, and not legally binding. Subsequent UNFCCC conference of the Parties (COP) negotiations have been held every year since then, making only limited progress. UN Secretary General Ban ki Moon also will hold a Climate Summit of world leaders in New York this September 23 to try to increase the chances of reaching a meaningful agreement in 2015.
The COP20 meeting will take place in Lima, Peru in November/December 2014.  This meeting will lay the groundwork for a year of more intense negotiations culminating in the COP21 meeting in Paris, from 30 November-11 December 2015. The stated goals of this conference are:

· First, to bind nations together into an effective global effort to reduce emissions rapidly enough to chart humanity's longer-term path out of the danger zone of climate change, while building adaptation capacity.

· Second, to stimulate faster and broader action now.

We will be simulating the COP21 meeting in Paris. (To follow the real negotiations, see http://unfccc.int/2860.php.)

Each student will represent one of the following.
1. UN Secretary General Ban ki-Moon 
2. Bolivia 

3. China

4. Costa Rica 

5. Ethiopia 

6. The European Union 

7. India 

8. Japan 

9. Mexico 

10. Palau 

11. Russia 
12. Saudi Arabia 

13. South Africa
14. Tuvalu
15. The United States of America
RESEARCH AND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT
1) Research

Students are expected to develop knowledge regarding 1) the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol; 2) the general disagreements over both existing and proposed measures limiting/mitigating climate change; 3) the progress (or lack thereof) made in negotiations from Bali through Warsaw and the lead-up to the upcoming Climate Summit in New York and COP20 in Lima; 4) the specific positions of your country (or the UN) regarding these measures.
You will find resources additional to the course readings in this folder on the Sakai website to get you started. You are then expected to go beyond these sources in your research. Excellent database sources are on the Cullom-Davis library website, e.g. Academic Search Premier, EBSCOhost, Google Scholar, LexisNexis Academic.
2) Preparation Paper
Each student will complete a 7-10 page paper that includes the following components: 

a) A brief discussion of why achieving international agreement on climate change is difficult.
b) The main effects/potential effects of climate change on your country (or in the case of Ban ki-Moon, the most pressing global concerns).
c) Your country’s national interests regarding climate change policy (the UN’s stated positions on what the “global interest” should be).
d) Your country’s (the UN’s) specific proposals—at least three—regarding the final wording of the Treaty provisions, and how you plan to defend these proposals.
**Draw on your knowledge of the science of climate change, particularly in developing proposals for mitigation and adaptation, and in your defense of the proposals. Try to be as specific as you can in your proposals regarding the actual language to be negotiated. Use the real documents (e.g. UNFCCC, Kyoto, Bali Action Plan, Copenhagen Accord, etc.) as a guide. You also may “borrow” from your country’s actual position statements and proposals, if these are available, as long as you are sure to cite the source. Note that ALL sources must be cited—see discussion on plagiarism below.
Paper style/format and avoiding plagiarism: 

All sources must be cited properly throughout the paper. You may use the citation style you prefer (e.g. MLA, APA, Chicago Style, etc.), but you must choose a style and use it correctly and consistently. Consult style guides (e.g. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, St. Martin’s Guide to Writing), available in the reference section of the library. The Purdue Online Writing Lab is another good source: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
Failing to cite sources sufficiently constitutes plagiarism. The instructor will enforce strictly the stated University policies regarding cheating, plagiarism, and any other breach of academic integrity. According to University Senate rules, all occasions of cheating and plagiarism must be reported to the Executive Director of the Center for Residential Living and Leadership, and specified penalties must be applied. Students are responsible for knowing the Bradley University Academic Integrity Policy available here: http://www.bradley.edu/academic/undergradcat/20132014/overview-archeating.dot.

Content will be the primary focus of the paper grade. A paper will lose points, however, if it contains errors in grammar, sentence structure, spelling, etc., or otherwise shows lack of time spent and care taken in its preparation. Please remember to number your pages.
FORMAT FOR THE NEGOTIATION
All country delegates will have e-mailed their proposals to Secretary General Ban ki-Moon on the date specified above (November 5). The Secretary General will have compiled these proposals into a single document to project on-screen, in the order that he/she would like to see the proposals considered. Preferably, the Secretary General will use Google Docs, so that it would be possible for delegates to, e.g. modify the document with alternative language for a proposal. We will project the document on-screen during the simulation. See the Google Docs tutorial: http://www.gcflearnfree.org/googledocuments
We will leave aside the more formal rules of the actual UN or Model UN simulations, and instead proceed as follows:

The Chair (Secretary General) will call the meeting to order and start with a tour de table, in which each participant will present a brief statement (no longer than 2 minutes) on his/her major concerns and what he/she would like to accomplish (more general than your specific proposals), to set the tone of the meeting. The Chair also presents his/her statement.

The Chair will then present specific proposals for discussion (including his/her own). The delegate whose proposal is being discussed will be allowed to present and defend it, and then the floor will be opened for debate. Delegates will signal their desire to comment on the proposal under consideration by raising their country placards. After the initial round of comments, the Chair will determine if another tour de table is necessary, or if continuing debate from the floor is sufficient. Consensus must be reached amongst the country delegates on either approval or modification of a proposal. If such consensus is not reached (i.e. even one country delegate disagrees), the proposal is rejected.

**Remember that your knowledge of the issues and your country’s stance on them must go well beyond what is stated in your proposals, so that you will be able to defend/debate all the proposals sufficiently.

