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NEGOTIATING POSITION ASSIGNMENT
ESPM169, International Environmental Politics, Fall 2014, Professor Wil Burns


 1. Overview

The purpose of this group exercise is to develop both a negotiating document that outlines your country’s or the EU’s negotiating position and potential negotiating strategies, vis-à-vis the proposed Berkeley Amendments to the UNFCCC (see attachment), as well as a transcript of your opening 2-minute statement for the negotiations. The negotiating position document will be kept confidential during the negotiations, so, you can describe your country’s “real” interests. The opening statement, on the other hand, will be a public document.

 2. Negotiating Position Document

· Due on November 24, worth 10% of your course grade

Your group should prepare a 4-5 page, double-spaced document that outlines your country’s or the EU’s negotiating position and strategies vis-à-vis the proposed “Berkeley Amendments” to the UNFCCC” (see attachment), which is the working document for your climate negotiation sessions on November 24 and December 1. The document should be submitted via the Dropbox folder for your small section. Please include a reference to the country that your group represents, or to the European Union if applicable.

Points to consider in drafting this document include:

· What is your State’s/or the EU’s position on climate change and recent regime developments (Kyoto protocol onwards)? 
· What does your State/or the EU want in terms of the negotiation outcomes and goals set forth in the proposed Berkeley Amendments to the UNFCCC?
· What are you prepared to concede in the talks, and under what circumstances (i.e. what concessions by other States would sway your positions)?
· What has influenced your positions on key issues associated with the proposed Amendments? e.g.  as economic development, fear of losing competitive advantage, threat of climate change, sense of responsibility, etc.)
· Who are the main actors in your State/or the EU that are influencing your positions? For example, key industries, NGOs, political figures or blocs.
· What other States in the negotiation exercise might share your position, or be opposed to your position? Why?

 3. Opening Statement

· Due on November 24

In addition to the negotiating document described in Section 2, your group also needs to prepare the transcript of your two-minute oral opening statement for the negotiating session on November 24. These statements will be presented at the outset of the plenary negotiating session on November 27 and will comprise part of your grade for the negotiation exercise. Please submit a copy of your opening statement to the Dropbox for your small sections by noon on November 24.

If there is more than one member in your delegation, please designate a single spokesperson to deliver your opening statement in each small section.

Your opening statement should include the following elements:

· A summary of what you think your country or the EU has done to date to address climate change; 
· Your position on the key issues in the Berkeley Amendments to the UNFCCC, i.e. do you think the commitments are too onerous, not onerous enough, just right? 
· If germane, concerns that you have about climatic impacts for your country or the EU. 

Some tips for the oral presentation:

· Rehearse your presentation so that it conforms to the 2 minute time rule; you do not want to be brief to the point of embarrassment or cut off just when you’re getting to the most important part of the presentation (the presentations will be timed by the Rapporteur in each session)
· Rehearse your presentation so that you are not compelled to bury your eyes in the transcript the entire time; it’s extremely important to be able to make eye contact with the other delegates to help make your presentation more compelling;
· Feel free to personalize the appeal through devices such as invoking the memory of famous leaders from that country, notable quotes from native politicians, philosophers, etc., or by discussing the country’s special circumstances in the context of climate change. You are also encouraged to dress in a manner that reflects your country’s heritage and culture. Be creative; the negotiating sessions are meant to be both serious and fun!
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November 24 and December 1, 2014


DRAFT RESOLUTION TO BE NEGOTIATED BY THE PARTIES: THE “BERKELEY AMENDMENTS TO THE UNFCCC”

Recognizing the seriousness of anthropogenic climate change, and the commitment by UNFCCC Signatory States to keep global temperature rises to no more than 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, the UNFCCC Secretariat puts forward the following draft resolution setting forth several proposed amendments to the UNFCCC:

1. Emissions Targets

· Annex 1 Parties to the UNFCCC (with the exception of the Economies in Transition) should agree to the following binding greenhouse emissions reductions targets:
· To reduce greenhouse gas emissions individually or collectively to 35% below their 1990 levels by 2030; 
· To reduce greenhouse gas emissions individually or collectively to 50% below their 1990 levels by 2050; and 
· To reduce greenhouse gas emissions individually or collectively to 80% below their 1990 levels by 2070;
· In the interests of curbing future emissions, the Secretariat proposes a new Annex 3 to the UNFCCC, under which rapidly emerging developing country economies will take on binding emissions reduction commitments by 2030. 
· The Parties in their deliberations on this amendment will need to decide on a list of members and/or criteria for membership in Annex 3. At the very least, Annex 3 should include the BASIC countries (Brazil, South Africa, India and China), and Indonesia.

2. Adaptation Mechanisms

Recognizing the extreme vulnerability of certain States in the international community to climatic effects, the Secretariat proposes:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]That Annex 1 and 3 parties commit to assisting populations displaced by climate change impacts, notably by working towards development of a UNFCCC Protocol on Climate Refugees
· That Annex 1 countries commit to assisting non-Annex 1 countries to develop adaptation responses to climatic impacts through financing provided by the UNFCCC’s Green Climate Fund (GCF)
· Collectively, Annex 1 countries should pledge $50 billion per year to the GCF beginning in 2020 for adaptation projects, with a review of this commitment no later than 2030, and at five year intervals thereafter

3. Climate Geoengineering Research
· A program of climate geoengineering research to assess potential options should be launched immediately. Research should be conducted under the rubric of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice of the UNFCCC. 
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