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Teachers: Peter Pagh and Anita Rønne
Purpose:

The global impact of human activities caused by the emission of greenhouse gases is now widely recognized and a political consensus for action appears to be growing. The objectives of this course are to provide the students with a basic understanding of the Climate Change Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, the EC regime on climate change, the interrelation between Energy Law and the Law on Climate Change and the negotiation of a new after-Kyoto-agreement to follow 2012. 

Content:

The course is divided into three parts. 

First part of the course will be lectured by Professor Lawrence Waters and focus on obligations under the Kyoto Protocol. This part covers the Climate Convention and its background, the Kyoto Protocol obligations and the Kyoto Instruments on emission trading. This part will include a special session on how climate change effects the World Trade Organisation given by assistant professor Laura Nielsen. 

Second part will focus on the EC regime on climate change and will be lectures by professor Peter Pagh. The second part covers EU competence regarding the Kyoto Protocol, the quota directive, the national allocation plans, the emission trading system in the EC and the relation to the Kyoto-mechanisms, case law from the European Court of Justice on emission trading, the relation between legislation on greenhouse gasses and other environmental legislation within the EC. 

The third part will focus on the Energy Law aspects connected to climate change and will be lectured by associated professor Anita Rønne. Energy consumption is one of the main causes to green house gasses. The focus of the third part will be the legal challenges caused by the need to substitute oil, coal and gas by various alternative fuels (renewables, biofuels, hydro, nuclear, new forms of carbon fuels and fusion and clean coal technologies), the need for energy savings, and the potential to render traditional carbon based consumption ‘clean’ by extracting the CO2 for storage. 

Required reading material:

  Marjan Peeters and Kurt Deketelaere: EU Climate Change Policy 
  Birnie Patricia, Boyle Alan, Redgwell Catherine: International Law And The Environment, Oxford University Press (United Kingdom), 2009, one chapter
· Don Zillman, Catherine Redgwell, Yinka Omorogbe, Lila Barrera Hernandez (Editors): Beyond the Carbon Economy - Energy Law in Transition, Oxford University Press, March 2008 – selected chapters

