International Energy Law and Sustainability 
Teachers: Associate Professor Anita Rønne and external lecturer

Purpose: The main objective of the course is to provide the participants with an understanding of a topic which plays a vital role in society (globally, regionally and nationally) and to examine thoroughly such a specific field of regulation in a broader context than is usually carried out. The interaction between different regulatory instruments, relevant policies of development and use of natural resources and various environmental impact issues will thus be treated in the light of international law, European Community law and national law. A further aim of the course is to develop students insight into ways in which economic, environmental and other considerations influence the resolution of conflicts. Taking the view that learning can be enhanced by study outside the classroom, 1-2 visits to a relevant facility or institution will be organised for the students. 


Content :

1. Introduction to the Energy and Environment Scene – Sustainable Development 
2. Energy Security and the European Energy Charter Treaty:
       Security of fuel supplies – oil, coal etc.
       Reliable electricity, gas and heat supplies, physical Security

· Russia-Ukraine gas dispute

· Energy Corridors

       East-West co-operation in the energy field, investment protection.

3. The Rights of States to Natural Resources and Common Heritage 
      The Continental Shelf and the Exclusive Economic Zone
      Division between states, sharing, the area, common heritage       
      Rights and obligations of coastal and other states
      Freedom of pipeline construction.
4. Exploration and Exploitation of Fossil Fuels - Particular Oil and Gas:
       Licensing regimes - award and conditions
       Multinational and State owned companies
       Transportation systems/Pipelines

5. State Taking of Rights/ Expropriation, Abandonment and CO2-storage
· Expropriation under international and national law.
· Stabilization Clauses 
· Removal of offshore installations.
· Reservoir to be used for CO2 storage
6: The Climate Change Challenge, the Legal Regime and Emission Trading
        Climate change. -What is the issue?
        The 1992 Climate Change Convention and the 1997 Kyoto Protocol - From Principle to Practice
        Regulation through CO2-quotas, 
        EU Emissions Trading directive and national implementation 
· Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) and Joint Implementation Projects (JI)
· Perspective: the Road to COP.15 in Copenhagen 2009
7. Planning Energy Projects and Public Participation in Decision-making 
· Sustainable development and public participation
· Planning requirements - Environmental Impact Assessment (SEA and EIA).
8. Renewable Energy and Nuclear Energy
Renewable energy 

       Developments, EU and national regulation
       Subsidies and state aid
       Wind-turbines – onshore and offshore
· Nuclear – Safety & Notification obligation
 
9. Liberalisation of the Electricity Market:  
· Competition in network-bound sectors – TPA and “market”
· Characteristic features of the electricity sector – European, Nordic as well as national.

· EU-regulation: The electricity directive: 

· Means to ensure sound competition

· The Market and the Retail Consumer
· The relevant public authorities and their competence

10.  Trade of Energy, Competition, Procurement and Consumer Protection: 
       Oil, Natural Gas, Electricity
       EC-law and national law
       Free movement of goods, and competition rules 
       Green Market and Certificates

11. Energy Efficiency, Co-generation, and the Natural Gas Market
· More efficient energy production, and energy conservation at the consumer level

       Characteristic features of the CHP and gas sector – International as well as national.
       Licensing regimes, access to the grid, public service obligations

Required Reading Material:

· Energy Law in Europe - National, EU and International Regulation, edited by Martha Roggenkamp, Catherine Redgwell, Inigo del Guayo and Anita Rønne, Oxford University Press, 2007, in extract.

· Copy of Articles
· Conventions and Legal Acts:  
