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Pre-colloquium Workshop
Mpekweni Beach Resort
Sunday 3 July 2011 14:00-19:00



Ecosystems are vital for human well-being as they provide valuable goods and highly important services. While ecosystem goods, such as food or water, are palpable and their value for human well-being is well known, ecosystem services (e.g. water purification, preventing soil erosion, etc) are less obvious and humans are often not aware of them at all. There is however a strong relationship between human well-being and ecosystems services since healthy ecosystems and the continuing provision of ecosystem services can be perceived as key for securing present and future human livelihoods, for the fulfilment of the Millennium Development Goals and as part of any poverty alleviation strategy. Despite their importance for human well-being, ecosystem services are more and more under pressure and increasingly threatened by human activities. Growing populations and rising standards of living, pollution and natural disasters have led to the overexploitation or destruction of such services. Therefore, ways have to be sought to address this problem in a comprehensive manner, with effective governance being a central part. Law plays an important part in the governance of ecosystem services by directly affecting human behaviour. It formally defines the framework for the recognition and governance of ecosystem services, by granting certain rights to different people and determining their obligations, establishing processes for decision-making, implementation and enforcement, as well as providing mechanisms for avoiding and coping with conflicts between different actors. It thus has not only the objective but also the potential to give stability and certainty to the system in which the management of ecosystem services takes place. 
In view of the major conferences planned for 2012 (the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), the 5th World Conservation Congress and the 11th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity), this pre-colloquium workshop will focus on analysing judicial decisions recognising ecosystem services as such as well as existing legal frameworks for the recognition and governance of specific ecosystem services as a means to ensure their continuous provision. 
Organising Committee:
· Antonio Benjamin (IUCN CEL)
· Thomas Greiber and Louisa Denier (IUCN Environmental Law Centre, Bonn)
· Melissa Powers, Willemien du Plessis and Carolyn Farquhar (IUCN Academy of Environmental Research Committee)
You are invited to submit an abstract of not more than 300 words focusing on 

· Judicial decisions recognising ecosystem services.
· Existing legal frameworks for the recognition and governance of specific ecosystem services.
Abstracts must be submitted via email to 
Louisa Denier Louisa.DENIER@iucn.org 
Willemien du Plessis willemien.duplessis@nwu.ac.za 
Carolyn Farquhar Carolyn.farquhar@uottawa.ca 

by 6th May 2011.
