E162 Global Climate Change Conference, Fall 2005
I.  Introduction
In December of 1997, the world's leaders met in Kyoto, Japan where they agreed to a set of binding limits on emissions of greenhouse gases (pollution emissions, like carbon dioxide and methane that contribute to global climate change).  The treaty came into force in 2005 after Russia ratified the protocol.

The U.S. Congress is deeply dissatisfied with the Kyoto Protocol, among other things, developing countries are not held accountable for their greenhouse gas emissions. Yet, developing countries represent major, future contributors to the greenhouse gas problem (table 1).

Table 1: Current and Projected Carbon Dioxide Emissions by Region

	
	2002 emissions (million metric tons CO2)
	2025 emissions (million metric tons CO2) (projected)

	Industrialized countries
	15,001
	19,569

	Developing countries
	9,408
	19,222


Source: International Energy Outlook, 2005 (http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/ieo/pdf/ieoreftab_10.pdf)
Assume that under pressure from industrialized countries and the United Nations, developing countries are meeting in Bloomington in 2006 to discuss whether and to what extent they must reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide – a major greenhouse gas.  Assume that at an earlier conference of developing countries, participants agreed, as a aggregate, to reduce their CO2 emissions by at least 10 percent of projected 2025 emissions.  However, NO TIMETABLE was agreed to by participants, and furthermore, no agreement was reached on what specific obligations (i.e., how much emissions must be reduced) by EACH country.  (In sum, the agreement to reduce emissions by 10 percent of the projected 2025 level refers to developing countries’ emissions as a whole, but it does not specify how much individual countries must reduce nor by what date).  In class on November 2nd and 7th, we will conduct a conference of various nations to negotiate an agreement that forces participants to specify how much each country must reduce its emissions and by what date.  Groups of students will represent particular country delegations.  

II.  Conference Questions
As a group (i.e. as a country), answer the following question, both in your oral presentations and in the context of a two-paged, double-spaced paper with 1-inch margins on all sides, in 12-point font (due beginning of class on November 2nd):

At a previous conference, your country agreed that developing countries as a whole should reduce their CO2 emissions by 10 percent of projected 2025 emissions (see table 1).  However, your individual country has not yet agreed whether IT should be bound to reduce its emissions, nor by how much, nor by what date.  Should your country be bound?  If you agree that your country should be bound, then what should be the CO2 emissions reduction target for your country?  Should it be “customized” for your country’s particular situation?  If so, what should the obligation be for your country (i.e., how much must you reduce emissions and by what compliance date)?  Or should there be “one size fits all” – where all countries have the same obligations?  What should that obligation be and by what compliance date?  Be specific (i.e., include a numerical limit and a target date, e.g., "my country must reduce its emissions to its 1990 levels by the year 2010.  The basis for this level and target date is…").  Make sure to explain on what basis you determine the numerical limit and target date.  For this latter part, we are looking for a reasonable logic, not mathematical precision.  (Even if you do not believe your country should be bound, you must be specific in explaining why).  The conference chairman expects your limit/target to be informed by some kind of rationale – i.e., that you have determined your target and timetable for emissions reduction based on your country’s current and expected future emissions; based on your country’s dependency on fossil fuels; based on your country’s economic growth rate; population growth rate; etc.  This requires you to do some research on your country’s demographic, economic, and environmental situations).



III.  Conference Proceedings

DAY 1: November 2
A. Two-minute Presentations by each country in response to the questions posed above in Section II) (Total time: 30 minutes).

B.  Open Debate.  Countries may question one another's positions in an open debate. Note that not only are you focusing on what YOUR country should be obligated to do, you are considering whether other countries are proposing fair targets and timetables of their own. (Total time: 30 minutes).  
DAY 2: November 7
C. Chairman’s Summary.  The Chairman will summarize the key arguments and developing positions that emerged from the first day of negotiations on November 2. (Total time: 5 minutes).  
D.  Strategy Session.  Countries will strategize with one another, create alliances on particular positions, create new positions, etc. – all in an effort to break the gridlock and reach an agreement (Total time: 15 minutes).
E.  Second Round of Debate.  Countries can propose new solutions to the full assembly of countries, so as to close in on an agreement (Total Time: 15 minutes).

F.  Re-examination of Original Positions.  The Chairman will ask each country whether they are willing to change their original stated position on the questions posed in Section II.  Each group is permitted a one-minute response. (Total Time: 10 minutes).

G.  Formal Vote (Chairman will ask whether countries are in universal agreement about the emission limits that they have specified for themselves and that other countries have specified). (Total Time: 5 minutes).

IV.  Conference Participants

There will be two concurrent negotiations taking place on November 2 and 7.  Find you and your teammates’ names in either Developing World 1 or Developing World 2, below.

Developing World 1

Philippines

Argentina

Iran

Alec Quig

Steven Bradley

Scott Adamo

Reese Shulman

Matthew Duncan

Adam Rothschild
Nigeria

Maldives

Brazil
Kelly Britton

Christina Saldana

James Hoffman
Vicki Kleger

David Treinish

Ryan Skelton
Mexico

Saudi Arabia

China
Brian Matlock

Chris Kellams

Emily Graves
Nick Luce

AJ Rich

Mark Bower

Nicaragua

India

Jamaica

Bethany Dunleavy

Ryan Burch

Jimmy Hurley
Erica Cardenas

Adam King

Harish Lakhiani

Indonesia

South Africa

Bangladesh
Mario Ilie

Dontriel Burns

Michael Garber

Joe Crea

Tyler Wilson

Jonah Paul
Wade Warner

Brad Jensen

Developing World 2

Philippines

Argentina

Iran

Stephanie Miller

Jessica Leslie

Mike Kasprzyk

Matt Gregoire

Terry Reynolds

Chris Ooley


Nigeria

Maldives

Brazil

Yazmeen Jasnin

Brian Hopkins

Kyle Archer
Nate Sechrist

Adam Binder

Kevin Lange
Mexico

Saudi Arabia

China
Phil Ciccarelli

Chris Schlemmer

Ben Moscarello
John Hart

Jessica Pittman

Ella Reckers

Paige Wagner
Nicaragua

India

Jamaica

Joe Sapp

Matt Martin

Chad Fiala
Darrel Rice

Sara Dillon

Jami Gerstel



Chelsea York

Indonesia

South Africa

Bangladesh

Liza Burge

Alex Motin

John Sauter

Alex Stall

Dustin Parrish

Anisha Thakrar
V. Resources

• For an excellent overall web-reference on climate change issues, see: http://yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/content/index.html
• See http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/ieo/pdf/ieoreftab_10.pdf for useful statistics on current and projected regional emissions of carbon dioxide. 

• For a copy of the Kyoto Protocol on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, see: http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/kyoto.txt

• Learn about your country’s and other countries’ basic socioeconomic conditions and about countries’ energy resources and energy consumption patterns by using the World Resources Institute website at http://pdf.wri.org/wr2002fulltxt_230-283_datatables.pdf   This pdf file takes a little while to load, but it’s worth it – it’s quite comprehensive.  The “Climate and Atmosphere” data, by country, are found on page 29 of this 54 page pdf. “Economic Indicators” are found on page 17. “Energy” data is found on page 33.
• Research the internet for stories on how your particular country is affected by/is dealing with climate change.  Hint: in one of the WWW search engines, (e.g., google.com), use your country as a keyword, (e.g., Mexico) and use "global" and "warming" or "global" and "climate" and "change" as other key words.  Other places to search: IUCAT (do a keyword search); Environmental Abstracts CD-ROM (found in the BUS/SPEA library CD-ROM room);  

• Conduct research on the physical geography and ecological attributes of your country.  How will climate change affect these different attributes? (i.e., how might sea level rise, rising temperatures, more precipitation/less precipitation; more frequent/more intense tropical storms affect your countries' human infrastructure, soils, forests, agriculture; etc?)
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