Draft #1


Simulation on Climate Change
Overview

The class will be simulating a UNFCCC/COP Conference. The purpose of the conference will be to formulate a resolution to inspire a new treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol when it expires at the end of 2012. You will be divided into states and will need to research the characteristics and positions of your state. Over the period of three classes, you will attempt to negotiate an agreement that includes the objectives of your state to mitigate climate change. 

The states that will be present at the conference are:

Australia

Bangladesh

Brazil


Canada

China


Czech Republic
Ecuador

Germany

India


Indonesia

Kenya


Netherlands

Nigeria


Norway

Russia


Saudi Arabia

South Africa

Switzerland

Tuvalu


United States

Assignment

The Simulation is worth 300 points. The assignment grade is divided into three sections: (a) preparation materials / binder 150 points, (b) participation in debate 100 points, (c) debrief assignment 50 points. The sections are explained below.

A. Preparation Materials / Binder
You will need to prepare a binder that includes your research materials, a country profile, your negotiation strategy, and your sample Protocol text with explanation. The binder is due at the beginning of class on May 7th, the first day of the simulation.
1. Research Materials (25 points)

You need to compile research sources to enable you to document the position of your state regarding climate change. You need to include at least three sources that directly reference the position of your state regarding climate change. In many cases, this information can be found on the government webpage for the state. In other cases you may have to be more creative in find information including media sources (coverage of events, etc), government statements, United Nations documents, etc.

2. Country Profile (50 points)

In order to properly prepare for the simulation you will need to gain knowledge about the state you will be representing. Your assignment will be to submit a memo to me on the first day of the simulation that provides the following information. Attached are resources page that will assist you in gathering this information, and each state will be given individual tip sheets. Much of the factual information can be submitted in bullet format. *You must cite your sources and provide a reference page.
	Climate Change Characteristics:

	How vulnerable is your state to climate change? In what ways?
What resources does your state have to respond to climate variations?  Why and how?
What is your state's current policy position on the Kyoto Protocol? What has shaped this response?
Has it signed and ratified the Protocol? If so, when and why?
Is your state an Annex I or a Developing State?

What are your state’s current GHG emissions?
What are the sources of your state’s GHG emissions?

	State Characteristics:

	Type of Political System
Size of Economy (GDP and GDP per capita)

Role of Government regarding the environment (how active is the government, what has it done?)

Population Size and Growth Rate
Geographic Location
Natural Resources of significance

Energy Consumption per capita

Types and quantities of fuel sources available for energy production

Any other characteristics of importance?


3. Negotiation Strategy and Specific Texts (75 points)
You need to identify the specific goals and language in 4 Articles of the Protocol your state hopes to achieve during the conference to mitigate climate change. 
A. First, research and devise your negotiation strategy considering the questions listed below. Describe your negotiation strategy in at least one page (single spaced). 
General Points to consider in your negotiation strategy:

· What is your state’s position on climate change? 
· What has influenced this position? (economic development, fear of losing competitive advantage, threat of climate change, sense of responsibility, etc.)

· Who are the main actors in your state that are influencing the position? 
· What issues would help or hinder your state/organization’s support of the policy goal?
· What states might share your position, or be opposed to your position? Why?
B. Second, create a one page memo that 

1. documents the precise language/wording your state will request in the resolution, and 

2. a paragraph for each article that explains why your state would negotiate for this wording. You need to include language for Clauses 1-4 listed below and can add language for Clauses 5-6 if it supports your state’s negotiation strategy.
The following Articles in the Kyoto Protocol are open for negotiation (with one new area on adaptation added) – you need to devise the language you would insert into a new protocol in these areas.   
(**note that some of this language has been changed through the subsequent COP/MOP including the Makkaresh and Bonn Accords – this text can be found in the Kyoto Protocol, the weblink is listed below).

1. 
Parties to the convention and Annex 1 - Article 1
Section 7. "Party included in Annex I" means a Party included in Annex I to the Convention, as may be amended, or a Party which has made a notification under Article 4, paragraph 2(g), of the Convention.

[**The question to consider is which states will be legally bound to follow a new treaty]

2. 
Sinks - Article 2
Section (ii) Protection and enhancement of sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, taking into account its commitments under relevant international environmental agreements; promotion of sustainable forest management practices, afforestation and reforestation; …
[**How will sinks be counted and included in a future treaty]
3. 
Assigned amounts, percentages, year of level, commitment period - Article 3
Section 1. The Parties included in Annex I shall, individually or jointly, ensure that their aggregate anthropogenic carbon dioxide equivalent emissions of the greenhouse gases listed in Annex A do not exceed their assigned amounts, calculated pursuant to their quantified emission limitation and reduction commitments inscribed in Annex B and in accordance with the provisions of this Article, with a view to reducing their overall emissions of such gases by at least 5 per cent below 1990 levels in the commitment period 2008 to 2012.

[**What will be the new target levels, baseline years, years of implementation, etc.]

4.
Measures – such as Article 6 – Joint Implementation and Article 12 – CDM, and Emission Trading
[**Will states continue the same measures to reduce GHG and/or include new measures?]

5. 
What provisions will be made to assist states in adapting to climate change?

6. 
Any other additional clauses of particular concern to your state?

B. Participation in debate (100 points)


Come prepared to represent your state and achieve your objectives. Participation will be assessed based on attendance (30 points), interaction with other delegates (30 points - engaging in debates with other delegates in speeches and informal caucusing, etc.), initiative in submitting country specific language for the document (40 points - presenting language to other delegates, in writing to the chair, and in group discussions etc.).
C. Debrief (100 points)

Assignment is due on Monday, May 14th at the beginning of class. Answer the following questions in one page.

· Were you successful in devising a resolution with language that was beneficial to your state? Why or why not?

· What shaped the ability of your state to influence the process, and succeed or fail in gaining an acceptable resolution? Why?

· What variable or variables most influences the ability of states to achieve international cooperation in regards to climate change? Why?

· In general, what is the most important point you learned in the simulation about international environmental politics? Why?
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