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India has long maintained the position that developing countries should be allowed more flexibility in reducing greenhouse gases.  The timeline for India should be different as we are still a developing country with a fluctuating economy with emerging technology in sectors including the computer and manufacturing industries.  India wants to encourage other countries to recognize and ratify the Kyoto Protocol in order to facilitate sustainable development across the globe and continue the mercantilism that has strengthened our economy.  All parties must require developed countries to reduce their own greenhouse gases while working with developing countries to facilitate the process of overall global reduction (in the long term).  The general mission of the Ministry of Environment and Energy follows: conservation of flora and fauna (forest ecosystems), prevention and control of pollution, afforestation and regeneration of degraded, protect environment, ensure welfare of animals.

Discussion of Global Warming Effort

On August 7, 2002, the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MEF) released a statement about India’s ratification of the Kyoto Protocol.
 Under the Protocol, India was not required to reduce emissions, as it was not an Annex I country. The government concluded:
India will benefit from transfer of technology and additional foreign investments when the Kyoto Protocol comes into force. Additional investments will come into renewable energy, energy generation and efficiency promotion and afforestation projects. India has all along maintained that developed and developing countries have differentiated responsibility towards stabilising emission of GHG. Besides upholding this position, the Kyoto Protocol enables India to take up clean technology projects with external assistance in accordance with national sustainable development priorities.

Beyond benefits to India, the Kyoto Protocol was in keeping with India’s “faith in multilateral process for addressing global environmental problems.”
 India ratified the Protocol after 77 countries, responsible for 36 percent of 1990 emissions, had also ratified.

A. Opposed to Emissions Targets for Developing Countries


During negotiations on the Kyoto Protocol, India and other developing nations were strongly opposed to any demands that they assume responsibility for an emissions target.
 Because per capita incomes and emissions are significantly lower in developing countries, industrialized countries will be the major emitters for decades.
 Although China now emits as many GHGs as the United States, its per capita emissions are still significantly lower. India’s own emissions have not risen as dramatically and remain well below those of either China or the U.S. During the COP-8 discussion, the United States went so far as to agree that "it would be unfair - indeed, counterproductive - to condemn developing nations to slow growth or no growth by insisting that they take on impractical and unrealistic greenhouse gas targets."

B. India Strongly Favors Funding Initiatives


India is also strongly in favor of funding initiatives by the developed nations to help developing States reduce their global warming impact. At the seventh COP, parties agreed to establish three new funds for this purpose, for a total of $400 million.
 At the following COP, India and other developing countries wanted funding to pay for implementation projects, as well as specific means of managing the funds and a requirement of regular contributions to the funds.
 

Indian Government’s Environmental Stance at the End of 2008
A. Active Resource Management

India has been actively attempting to preserve and improve upon its environmental resources. Currently, the State is involved in an “active management” strategy to increase the wild tiger population.
 Moreover, India has worked with the United Nations to improve its understanding of Biosphere Reserves (BRs), which conserve environmental resources.
 The National Biodiversity Action Plan was approved by the Cabinet this year, which pointed out the significant threats to biodiversity conservation, and gave lists of actions for addressing these threats.
 In 2008, 100 percent funding for the conservation of wetlands was allocated to an additional 115 wetlands.
 The country has also engaged in a widespread afforestation program, complete with cash incentives. Pilot programs have begun in seven regions in order to develop “micro-enterprise based on forest resources.”
 

B. Success in Phasing Out CFCs

India also succeeded in ending the production of CFCs by August 1, 2008, and will phase out the consumption of CFCs in the refrigeration servicing sector by January 1, 2010.
 This indicates that when India commits to an environmental program, it follows through. India would do the same under the new version of the Kyoto Protocol.

C. Remaining Underdevelopment Concerns

There are, however, underdevelopment concerns in many parts of India, and the government grants general clearance for development-based deforestation when the amount of forest to be cleared is less than 1 hectare.
 The need for development continues to be one of India’s major problems in combination with the need to reduce GHGs. Only if the country is able to continue developing will it be able to compete in today’s market economy. The more that developed countries can help India and other non-Annex I countries get new technology for industrial growth without increased emissions, the more the world will benefit.

D. Overall Progress in Environmental Awareness

Generally, India’s awareness of environmental issues has increased significantly. The State is moving towards active management of its natural resources. India has created an interactive state of the environment atlas, demonstrating current “environmental parameters,” as well as determined to issue a National State of the Environment Report each year.
   These reports will be issued on a national and state level, but will also be informed by reports at the city/district level in order “to present the status of environment including air, water, noise pollution and condition of other environment parameters vis-à-vis sustainable developments [sic] projects.”
 Furthermore, the government has compiled a Database of Environment Experts so that businesses and individuals know where to go with their environmental questions. 

Position on Future Global Warming Agreements
A. Delhi Declaration—An Indian Position Statement 

Not long after its ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, the President of India released an informal proposal, called The Delhi Ministerial Declaration on Climate Change and Sustainable Development.
 Within this proposal, the Indian President suggested several measures:

(a) Parties have a right to, and should, promote sustainable development. Policies and measures to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be appropriate for the specific conditions of each Party and should be integrated with national development programmes, taking into account that economic development is essential for adopting measures to address climate change;

(b) All Parties, taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and their specific national and regional development priorities, objectives and circumstances, shall continue to advance the implementation of their commitments to address climate change and its adverse effects in order to achieve sustainable development;

(c) Adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change is of high priority for developing countries and deserves urgent attention and action on the part of the international community. Effective and result-based measures should be supported for the development of approaches at all levels on vulnerability and adaptation, as well as capacity-building for the integration of adaptation concerns into sustainable development strategies. The measures may include initiation of further action;

(d) The promotion of international cooperation in developing and disseminating innovative technologies in respect of key sectors of development, particularly energy, and of investment in this regard, including through private sector involvement, market-oriented approaches, as well as supportive public policies;

(e) The strengthening of technology transfer through concrete projects and capacity-building in all relevant sectors, including energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry and waste management, and the promotion of technological advances through research and development, economic diversification and the strengthening of institutions for sustainable development;

(f) The improvement of access to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services and resources, taking into account national specificities and circumstances, through various means;

(g) Annex I Parties should implement their commitments under the Convention, including those relating to financial resources and technologies transfer, and demonstrate that they are taking the lead in modifying longer-term trends in anthropogenic emissions consistent with the objective of the Convention through the adoption of national policies and corresponding measures for the mitigation of climate change.

This document was distributed at the Eighth Session of the Conference of Parties (COP-8), and was intended to articulate “a strong developing country perspective, emphasizing the issues of sustainable development, adaptation, and implementation by developed countries of their commitments under the Framework Convention.”
 India was not prepared to address issues beyond 2008-2012 in its first draft, but will certainly look to the future in the current negotiations. At the time the President released the Delhi Declaration, there was no significant disagreement from the United States with the principles contained in the document.
 

B. The Need for India’s Economic Development

Clearly, the issue of economic development is foremost in India’s priorities. There ought to be circumstance-specific rules for addressing climate change for countries (or groups of countries). Countries with developing economies and industrial sectors should be aided by developed countries in increasing the capacity of existing technologies as well as developing new technologies. Investment from developed countries in new technology sectors is also encouraged. 

C. Not in Favor of Setting Near-Term Emissions Reduction Targets

India strongly favored the Kyoto Protocol because it ensured that India would not be responsible for lowering its own GHG emissions, and that Annex I countries would invest resources in India for development of cleaner technologies.
 Any future agreement that held India to particular GHG emissions reductions would therefore be a significantly greater imposition on India. Developing countries should be given greater leeway for reducing greenhouse gases, including a longer timeline. The Indian economy is still growing rapidly, and many of the industrial sectors, such as computers and manufacturing are competing with developed nations’ industries. Global reduction of greenhouse gases is certainly one of India’s goals, but flexibility needs to be given to developing countries while Annex I countries lead the way in emissions reductions. 

D. Preference for Clean Development Mechanisms

At the Eighth Session of the Conference of Parties, the negotiations focused in part on Clean Development Mechanisms (CDM), which are particularly relevant to developing countries such as India because they are paid for by developed countries as a means by which Annex I countries may receive credit for reducing emissions. During COP-8, the Parties discussed two means of increasing the permanence of CDMs. The Parties debated two options: insurance against degradation or destruction of forests sinks, or differentiating between permanent and temporary sinks.
  India would be amenable to discussing either of these options under the next version of Kyoto. 
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