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In this exercise, you will represent various countries and seek to reach agreement about a post-Kyoto Protocol climate change regime.  In preparation for that negotiation, each of you will be assigned to represent a country, and will define and defend that country’s position on a negotiating proposal (the “Draft Copenhagen Protocol”).   

Assignment to Represent Specific Nations

Each participant will be assigned to a team that will represent one of the following nations in the negotiations:

Developing Countries


Jamaica (representing small island states generally)


Brazil


China


India

Non-EU Developed Countries


Russia


United States

European Union Members


France


United Kingdom

The Jamaica representative will also represent the Association of Small Island States (AOSIS), which has had similar interests in international negotiations on climate change.  

To assist you in preparing for negotiations, I have provided you with a National Document about your nation.  This document is different for each nation.  It includes links to important governmental agencies and other resources for your country, and gives some background about the position of your country on global warming issues generally and on the Kyoto Protocol.  This information was developed by students in two law school courses in the United States, so please recognize that it may not be comprehensive.  In particular, I cannot guarantee that every link to a resource on the Internet will work.

I recommend reading your National Document immediately after you learn of your country assignment.  That way, you will know your country well, and you can develop a position on it for your country quickly enough to take part in negotiations.  You are not bound by the position in your National Document, but you should represent your country’s position in keeping with its recent actions and positions on global warming. 

Negotiations

The negotiations will take place on Saturday, April 25 in two sessions: a one-hour session followed by a break for rest and caucuses, and a 90-minute final session.  Following a 30-minute introductory lecture by me, I will lead these negotiating sessions, with the aim of reaching a global agreement.  

I have distributed a draft negotiating text called the “Draft Copenhagen Protocol.” 

Before April 25, you should contact representatives from other countries to attempt to reach agreement on a common position on the negotiating text.  It is acceptable for sub-groups to reach an agreement on all or part of the text.  If a sub-group reaches an agreement, identify one person to represent the sub-group.  Try to reach agreements not only on what the groups like and don’t like about the negotiating text, but also about constructive alternatives to portions that the group rejects.    

Preparation
 

In preparation for the negotiation session, your team should prepare and bring to the negotiation session a written summary containing the following elements:

1) A short (one or two page) outline of your nation’s view of the Draft Copenhagen Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Draft Protocol).  This should explain your view of the Draft Protocol and your goals for the negotiation.  

2) An outline of your position with respect to each provision in the Draft Protocol, organized by article and section number.  Your position may be one of support, opposition, neutrality, or a different position.  You are also encouraged to include specific proposals for modification of provisions your nation would like to change.  You need not address the preamble and Article One. 

3) You should be prepared to support your general views and your positions with respect to specific provisions that are important to your team or country with an argument as to why you think the other delegates should adopt your position.  It is appropriate to invoke principles adopted by the parties in the Framework Convention and/or Kyoto Protocols.  You may also use arguments based on economics, ethics, science, or any other relevant matter. 

4) You may bring and/or circulate draft proposals for additional articles.  

Your position should realistically represent your nation’s views and interests.  While you need not follow the previous positions completely, you should certainly take those positions into account in formulating realistic positions.  Most countries’ positions reflect their own perceptions of their interest combined with some desire to make the joint undertaking successful. Your National Documents may contain statements about positions that students representing your nation have taken in previous versions of this exercise.  You may use these as helpful advice, but keep in mind that they are not legally binding.

Please distribute this paper to the other teams via [e-mail] by DATE.  This will enable all to prepare for negotiations with knowledge of other teams’ positions.  

