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OVERVIEW OF CLIMATE NEGOTIATIONS ASSIGNMENT
ESPM169, International Environmental Politics, Fall 2014, Professor Wil Burns


 1. Introduction

The Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) are currently engaged in negotiations to draft a new agreement that would establish the foundation for reducing anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions associated with climate change in the medium term and beyond. The Copenhagen political accord of 2009, the Conferences of Cancun (2010), Durban (2011) and Doha (2012) laid the foundations for this new international regime, supplementing the existing instruments in the framework of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. In 2011, the Parties affirmed their will to conclude this new climate agreement at the 21st Conference of the Parties in Paris in 2015, with entry into force planned for 2020.[footnoteRef:1] In this course, we will step into the shoes of some of these negotiators by engaging in a simulation that engages you in representing their interests, and that of the global community, in confronting the keystone international environmental issues of this century.  [1:  Climate Change Negotiations in Bonn and the Road to Paris and COP 21, Energy Collective, May 10, 2013, http://theenergycollective.com/globalwarmingisreal/222491/climate-negotiations-wind-down-bonn-seek-more-flexible-approach-road-pari

] 


In the exercise, which will consist of series of assignments culminating in two days of in-class “mock” negotiations, each student will be assigned to represent a country Party or regional integration organization (the European Union) to the UNFCCC. Through your guided research during the semester, you will “step into the shoes” of your country’s negotiators and develop the ability to represent its interests in negotiations.

The negotiations exercise has three primary purposes. First, you will develop a thorough understanding of the general political situation of your country and its role in global governance, as well as, more specifically the environmental and climate challenges that it faces, as well as its positions and interests in global negotiations. In this process, you will apply some of the concepts and theories we learn in this course, engaging in active learning. Second, you will develop practical negotiating skills, including finding common ground with multiple actors with diverse interests, forging coalitions, and ascertaining how a country balances its multiple interests in international fora. Third, you will hone your public speaking skills and ability to think quickly on your feet during the fast-paced negotiations that will ensue in class. 

The exercise includes both individual and group components. Two to six students will be assigned to represent each country designated in the exercise (based on factors such as the size of the countries and size of their respective economies). All representatives of each country will also be placed in the same discussion section to facilitate group work. While some assignments associated with the exercise are individual, others will be completed as a group, including drafting of your final negotiating position. While you will be expected to undertake some independent research on your country, we will also provide some useful resources and starting points. 



 2.  Countries/Groups in Exercise


	H
	“Heavyweight” States/Groups

	1
	United States

	2
	European Union (2 groups)

	3
	China (2 groups)

	4
	India 



	H
	Mid/Large States/Groups

	5
	Russia

	6
	Australia

	7
	Brazil

	8
	South Africa

	9
	Norway

	10
	Indonesia

	11
	Japan

	12
	South Korea



	H
	Smaller Emerging Economies States

	13
	Turkey

	14
	Bolivia

	15
	Chile



	H
	Oil Producer States

	16
	Saudi Arabia

	17
	Mexico

	18
	Nigeria

	19
	Ecuador



	H
	Least Developed States

	20
	Mozambique

	21
	Nepal

	22
	Madagascar

	23
	Bhutan



	H
	Most Vulnerable

	24
	Maldives

	25
	Tuvalu

	26
	Bangladesh




 3.  Assignments/Negotiations: Summary and Due Dates

	Assignment
	Brief description
	Due Date(s)

	
	
	

	Individual Assignment: Country overview exercise (10% of total course grade)
	Basics of politics, environmental and climate challenges of your assigned State/group
	October 6

	Group Assignment: Assigned State/group’s position on climate change (15% of total course grade) 
	Assigned State/Regional Integration Organizations’ positions on climate change and climate negotiations, climate vulnerabilities 
	October 20

	Group Assignment: Negotiating position statement of States/Regional Integration Organizations (10% of total course grade)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Development of extended version of 2-minute opening statement for climate negotiations, setting forth your respective country or regional economic organization’s negotiating positions in terms of the draft resolution. 
	November 25

	Climate change negotiations (20%) 
	In-class 
	December 1/3

	Individual Assignment: Debrief Assessment (5% of total course grade)
	Impressions of exercise, lessons learned about negotiations and role of international climate regimes
	December 5




 4.  Meetings with Instructor/GSIs

Each group must meet with either Professor Burns or their GSI at least once prior to the in-class negotiations exercise. Although we prefer meeting during office hours, we will arrange outside times to accommodate the schedule of all groups.
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